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Acts 21:15-40
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Pau had set his heart on arriving in the city beforeFteest of Pentecqdbringing with him the money which had been
collected from the Greek churches for the famine relief effor

in the city. He hoped that this collection woulense to help £l . Kingdlom e

unite the Jewish and Gentile factions in the early chuksthe Herod the Great

headed toward Jerusalem from Asia Minor, however, he Wi 2 s soumdu of Herods kingsom

given several warnings from the Holy Spirit through the mouth s et twssts
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of fellow-believers that he would face imprisonment. e R S e
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I n ourlast studywe left Paul and his companions@aesareat the house of Philip. They are dwir way to Jerusalem.

After these days we got ready and started on our way u
to Jerusalem. (Acts 21:15 NASB)

Paul and his Gentile companions leave Caesarea, and
hospitality of Philip and headp to Jerusalem. Notice they went
fi u peven though they are heading south. Eveng is up to
Jerusalem.
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Some of the disciples from Caesarea also came with us
taking us to Mnason of Cyprus, a disciple of longy
standing with whom we were to lodge (Acts 21:16
NASB)

Agrippias
(Anlh’eﬂon be

Paul and i companions are escorted to Mman 6 s h 0 e e .

was a Hekbnistic Jewish Christian; he was from Cyprus, like Barnabas. He was raised in a Greek country. He had a Glek
name. As such he would have been more open to entertaining a mixed group of Jewish and Gentile Christians than fphany
Hebrew Jewish Christians iralestine would have been.

The Greek word that is used herefiot o n g s is aahaios whickis the word from which we get archaic. It has the
ideaofia di sci pl e f r dassumethatwha is meamt byrthis.isdhat this man has been a disciple from t
beginning of the church in Jerusal em, maybe from Pentfleco

After we arrived in Jerusalem, the bthren received us gladly.(Acts 21:17 NASB)
Paul and his delegation from the Gentile churches arrived at Jerusalem, bearing the gift for the poor that had been collfjcted
from the Gentile churcheghis is the apostle's fifth visit, and his first in fiyears, with James and the elders in Jerusalem.
Paul and the others received a warm welcome.
And the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were pres€Acts 21:18 NASB)
On the next day the Gentile representatives arrangeédb James, along with all the elders. Paul also went with them. The
fact that all the Jerusalem church elders were here meant that it was an official meeting.-fiteatiom of the Apostles
suggests that they were elsewhere, carrying out the great caomiss

This James walwotherhaethot of thedEpistle di Jainefs, who was obviously a leader of the Jerusalem churdgjp.

| think we see the evolution of the Church here. In the beginning of Acts the Apostles were running things. Then we sef in
Acts 15:
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And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul
and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this
issue. (Acts 15:2 NASB)
Firststi tApso sjtul es, t hen Apostles and elders, and now i tlds

Verse 18 ends this w epassage, which means Luke is no longer an eye witness of what happens.

After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had done dradagrtiles
through his ministry.?° And when they heard it they began glorifying GodActs 21:1920 NASB)

Thewordsir el at e hmaweby hensense in the Greek of fArecounti Mg e
aJewish background everything God had done in his missionary efforts. He shared about his revisiting the Galatian churghes;
the threeyear ministry in Ephesus; the visit to Corinth; the writing of the letters to the Corinthians, Galatians and Romans; [his
second visit to the Corinthians; the collection from the Greek churches; the death and resurrection of Eutychus in Troas] his
visit with the elders of Ephesus at Miletus; and his visit with the disciples in Tyre, Ptolemais and Caesarea. Thefreactiof o
Jame and the elders to Paul's good news was very favorabld:when they heard it they began glorifying God."

Notice the humility of Paul here Heés carefil to give all the glory to Gadihe began to relate one by one the things which

God had doneamongth Gent i | es t hr Althoggh Paulwaerkednery had hersaw every accomplishment as

a work of God. Humility is a spirit of utter yieldedness and submissiveness to the Lord as master. The humble person [fees
himself as clay in the Potter's hanifghen asked what were the three most important Christian virtues, Augustine replied
"Humility, humility, and humility."

And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, "You see, brother, how many
thousands there are among the Jswf those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the L#Acts
21:20 NASB)

The Jewish church was multiplying toAnd because they were Jewish Christians they were zealous for the Law. So it i
emphasized that among both Jews and Gentilewahe was being powerfully effective.

and they have been told ahbt you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake
Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the custéfi8Vhat, then, is to
be done? They will certainly hear that you have com@Acts 21:21-22 NASB)

The wordi t o here ds the Greek workhtecheoFrom which we get the word catechized. The wattcahameansfi t o
t each or al | yrhepwererepgatedlyitaughtahat Paul was teaching the Jews to fagakméiy Moses.

Thesaints in Jerusalem were distressed by the false reports that Paul had been teaching Jewish converts to turn from tife law
and from all of their Jewish practices.

What they were saying about Paul was not true. Paul never taught Jevesike iMoses. He taught Gentiles not to think they

had to become Jews. He taught Gentiles not to be circumcised. Why? Because they didn't need that. He taught Gentilgf you
don't need the ceremonies of the Law. He did not teach Jews not to be circunmdsesl déd not teach Jews not to follow

those traditions. In fact, in the case of Timothy, he actually had Timothy circumcised:

Paul wanted this man to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in
those parts, for they dknew that his father was a Greek.(Acts 16:3 NASB)

The reason he had him circumcised was he was a Jew.
The Jerusalem elders know that they need to try to defuse this situatiorhifignisduld blow skshigh. There werdens of

thousands of Christians winad been drilled that Pawasan apostate. So it seemed like a good idea to these godly men tha
Paul should prove his Jewish credentials so that such peoplersiglynizethat they were wrong about Paul after all.

"Therefore do this that we tell youNe have four men who are under a vot:take them and purify yourself
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along with them, and pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know that there is

nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that you selfialso walk orderly, keeping the
Law. %° "But concerning the Gentiles who have believed, we wrote, having decided that they should abstain
from meat sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication(Acts
21:2325 NASB)

i T h er e fdothisas ad imperative, which means they command it. They tell Paul to pay the expenses of four you(jg
Jewish Christian men who were involved iMNazirite vow This would involve him purifying himself in the Temple for

seven days with them for only then could his offerings be acceptable. And he would thus be sharing in their last weelf of
consecration before they shaved their heads, and presented the hair to God with appropriate sacrifisasrifiteseere

very expense because he had to offer two lambs and a ram, then offer loafs and cakes with meal and drink offerings. Sqjfor
poor people, this was a very expensive offering and, remember, there were many poor in Jerusalem among the Christiaffs. So
Paul is asked to be the expenses of the four. This was a commonly recognized act of piety according to Jdsephtisig

Jewish Antiquities 19.294

Paul could seke this matter once and for dlly publicly worshiping in the Templas a Jewas the Jerusalem Jewish
Christians did. And the result would be that all Jewish Christians wegldignizethat Paul was truly faithful to, and
approved of, the customs of the Jews with regard to the Law of Moses.

Then Paul took the men, and the next day, purifying himself ajpwith them, went into the temple giving
notice of the completion of the days of purification, until the sacrifice was offered for each one of th@éhcts
21:26 NASB)

There are some scholars who doubt that this ever happened, because they cannoPaak imothre light of his teaching in

the Epistles, could ever have done anything like this. They think that his teaching concerning the law is so plain and ¢jear
that we are not under the Law, that he would never even have observed a Jewish custeynth8utthat this is really a
tradition that is not true and that Luke has relied upon a source that is untrue; not true to the nature of Paul asithey kng
Well they obviously deny the inspiration of Scripture. If Luke says this happened, it happened.

Then there are some who say Paul was in sin. Some say he was a hypocrite, he preached that we are not under the Law [pnd ye
he puts himself under the Law. G. Campbell Morgan who has written a verignwe@lh commentary on the Book of Acts,

has saidwitr egard t o Paul 6s purificatiiPaml| ofmaliemda el fe, twiet hy ifte fae
mi n i s Danald Goey Barnhouse, Presbyterian minister of the tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, 8aidl séhat,|
demonstrated here thath was an opinionated, stubborn, old man. o

We | | h e r e.df Paultwlasin sintheéreogvere all the eldsof the Jerusalem church. It was their idea. The main
question for us is this? Were these elders wrong for asking Paul to do this, and waeRgidr doing it? Notice what Jesus
taught about the Law:

"Do not think that | came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. 18 "For
truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the léesaletter or stroke shall pass away from the
Law, until all is accomplished(Matthew 5:17-18 NASB)

The phraséuntil heaven and earth pass awayrefers to the duration of the whole First Testament's authority. So, Jesus is
saying that not a single item of the Lé&whe First Testameatwill ever be changed until heaven and earth pass away.

Martyn LloydJd o ne s , in his comment aruy taqg m"TheTistebragSEtionecthat GOds laW ts e
absolute; it can never be changed, not even modified to the slightest extent. It is absolute and eternal. Its demands gfe
permanent, and can never be abrogated or reduced 'till heaven and earth 'pEtsat last expression means the end of the
age."

John Brown said!"Heaven and earth passing,’ understood literally, is the dissolution of the present system of the
universe, and the period when that is to take place, is called the 'end of the wadd.& person at all familiar with the
phraseology of the Old Testament Scriptures, knows that the dissolution of the Mosaic economy, and the establishment |pf
the Christian, is often spoken of as the removing of the old earth and heavens, and the credtonew earth and new

heavens"(vol. 1, p. 170).
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Sothefipassi ng away o fwashhe disgodution af thelMosaiz economy, the Old Covenant, which took place
in A.D. 70 with the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem. Now look at the next vers

"Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:19 NASB)

PaulinourtextinActs s obeying this precept of his Lord. He didiodt
so. All through the book of Acts we see Jewish Christians going into the temple and offering sacrifices, just as the Ldjrd
himselfhad done.

God made if very clear when the law ended. In 70 A.D.déktroyed Jerusalethrough Titus. Not one stone was left upon
another. Within a few years after th885 towns in Palestine were destroyed and everydatly He male t very clear that
the law had ended. But until Jerusalem was destr@ety bit of that old Law was in effect.

If this is so, how could Paul teach Gentiles that they were not under the Law?
For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not undawlbut under grace (Romans 6:14 NASB)
First of all we must understand that the Gentiles were never under the Law. God gave the Law to Israel.

For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law,
are a law to themselve§Romans 2:14 NASB)

Look at what Paul wrote to the Ephesians:

Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision” by the
so-called "Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by hunmehands *? remember that you were at that
time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the worldEphesians 2:1112 NASB)

The Judiazers who were JewiShristians thatvere following Paul aroundndteaching thayou had to have faith in Jesus,
taught that this was not enouglthat they also must be circumcised and keep tha@aw of Moses. This teaching Paul
constantly fought.

Well, if all the Law was in effect uritthe second Coming of Christ in A.D. 70 then why in Acts 10 did God tell Peter,

Again a voice came to him a second time, "What God has cleansed, no longer consider unh@cts 10:15
NASB)

When Peter saw this vision in Acts 10, heaven and earth hadn't passed away. Peter saw this vision around A.D. 40. Softhere
was stildl about 30 years until fheaven and earth woullfjd
change untiheaven and earth passed away. And yet, God was telling Peter that the dietary laws were set aside. How dpuld
this be?

I think the best way to under stianadatnlsies ds sprelepsis’speokpsi®o d § s
is the epresentation or assumption of a future act or development as if presently existing or accomplished. What God [jvas
teaching Peter was that the law was beginning to fade away. The process had started and would culminate in the destrucjjon of
the temple.

| think the only way to understand this apparent contradiction between God saying dietary laws didn't matter andswhat Jsu
saidaboutthe entire lawemainingin tack until heaven and earth passed augatyp understand the transition period: Heaven
and eartlwerepassingaway while the Church was growing to maturity. The law was fading away:

When He said, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and
growing old is ready to disappeaitHebrews 8:13 NASB)
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Notice that theext says,'....is becoming obsolete .. ready to disappeds'that speaking to us? NO! This is written to the
first century Hebrew believers. As of A.D. 65, the Old Covenant had not yet become obsolete, but it was about to.

. The Old Covenant was fading ay while the New
When did the Age change? Covenant, the Church, was growing to maturity:
€ 40VYears So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are
of God's household?® having been built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophet§hrist
Jesus Himself being the corner ston€,in whom
the whole building, being fitted together is growing
(00s)V =13 1314 into a holy temple in the Lord?*in whom you also
are being built together into a dwelling of God in
Age the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:1822 NASB)

The process was still occurring. They wéteing built"
S B  for a dwelling place of God. But the clear blessing of the
Pentecost | Transition Period A.D.70 New Covenant was that Godould dwell with His
people. However, man's access to Goédhe
consummation of the New Covenéndlid not take place untihe Old Covenant tabernacle was destroyed:

The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed, while the outer
tabernacle is still standing, (Hebrews 9:8 NASB)

Jesus spoke of thirocess of the Law going out and the Church growing to maturity early in His ministry. Speaking to t
Pharisees and Sadducees He said:

"And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire (Matthew 3:10 NASB)

This axe speaks of judgment that was to come upon Jerusalem iyefarsy and Jesus said the axesalready comig down.
The process had starte®o when God spke of the abolishment of the dietary lanide was saying that the process tia
already begun. The Law was passing away.

Soalthoughthe old Law vas in effect until A.D. 70when a Jew trusted Chrjste was set free from the Law:

Or do you not know, brethren (for | am speaking Temple Destroyed
to those who know the law), that the law hal

jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives €——— 40 Years

For the married woman is bound by law to he
husband while he is living; but if her husband
dies, she is released frothe law concerning the
husband. So then, if while her husband is living
she is joined to another man, she shall be callg
an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is fre
from the law, so that she is not an adultered Q' .Iw
though she is joined to another mamherefore, g

my brethren, you also were made to die to th

Law through the body of Christ, so that yoJ

might be joined to another, to Him who was
raised from the dead, in order that we might be et S 1= 1 13 14T s B e = a o 1« IR W o W)
fruit for God. (Romans 7:34 NASB)

He is speaking to thosgho know the Law Jews. The Law only has jurisdiction over a person who is alive. You get that
dondédt you? I f a womandés husband dies she is free from
to the Law through the body of Chrigthey were joined to Christ who had died to the Law, and they werd vaiseHim. So
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the Jewish Christian was free, free to obey the Law and free to not obey thbdcawse they had kept the Law perfectly
throughChrist. He became their righteousness.

The Jerusalem éérs probably clarified the fact that Jewish Christians could continue to keep the law, not as a meangjto
salvation, but as an expression of love and obedience. They could delight in the law, not because it gave them any mefit or
standing before God, buebc ause it had been fulfilled in Christ, amd |
standards of righteousness which the law upheld were now no longer a cause of fear, but the basis for rejoicing and woifhip.
They once were frustrated by thewn failure to fulfill the lavwis demands, but now they rejoiced because Cladsfuifilled

the entire lanbecauseghey were not under the curse.

And believersall this was taking place during tlansition periodvhich ended in A.D. 70. Todayenare not in ay way
under the Mosaic Law. But churches are trying to put freaple under thesawsi.e. tithing, Sabbath keeping, etc.

When the seven days were almost over, the Jews from Asia, upon seeing him in the temple, began to stir up all
the crowd andaid hands on him? crying out, "Men of Israel, come to our aid! This is the man who preaches

to all men everywhere against our people and the Law and this place; and besides he has even brought Greeks
into the temple and has defiled this holy placé*For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in

the city with him, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the tem{l&cts 21:2729 NASB)

Notice who instigates this trouble. It was not the Jerusalem Jewish believers, nor evérelieging Jerusalem Jews, who

caused this trouble for Paul. ltwasfthéds i anwlle wisa&d come t here for Pentecost I
They knew Trophimus who was an Ephesian. It is possible that these Jews had heard the apos#|geacthe city of

Ephesus and they had rejected his message. Perhaps they were among those who had even sought to kill him back thg

They accuse Paul of preachin,a gai nst our peopl e athatisdgainsthellews, the JedishtLawi sif p |
and the Jewish Temple. These were all lies. But it got the crowd stirred up. What feast was going on at this time? Pentgfost.
The Rabbis have gone through the careful arithmetic if theh and have come to tlenclusionthousand of years ago,

that the law was given at Sinai @mnavuot this was fifty days aftethe Feast of First Fruitso thereforethey associate
Pentecost as the feast that gave thenTthah. So they are all worked ugelebratinghe giving of the Torah and someone

starts shouting that Papileaches against the Toralis |t
like throwing a bloody piece of meat into a shark

feeding frenzy. J_':_"
| crerie anvomin

Now, as severeas these charges godccording to
RomanLaw this was not a capitaiffense There was
only one crime thatllowed instant executiénbringing

a Gentile into the inner courts. The temple area wa
divided into several concentric rectangular courts
There was té court of the Gentiles. Then, there wag
the court of the women. And then there was the couy
of Israel, where only the Jewish men could enter. An{ |: :
SO strict separation was maintained. ' coviT cETE SENTiEs

éO.I:OIQN'él\ORCI!‘. Ve s,

There were in fact notices warning of this, and on
discovered by an archaeologist red®o man of

another nation is to enter within the fence and [*
enclosure round thetemple. And whoever is caught
will have himself to blame that his death ensue&b that was the crime that they now accused him of.

AOYAL PORCH -

T orves onre

This applied as much to a Jew who brought a defiling person into the sanctuary as {p
the unclean person himself. No trigds required. Thecharge alone was sufficient to
warrant being delivered into the hands of the temple police, dragged into the oute
court, the court of the Gentiles, and beaten to death. The Romans normally did ng
interfere with such executionddsepha Jewish Wars 6.1226).

The Greek word translatédupposed” is nomizo It is used 15 times in the New
Testament, and in most of its uses, it has the meanirigupiposing something that
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is not true." Paul hachot brought Trophimus into the temple.

Furthermore it was unlikely, because all doors to the Temple were policed by Levites, one of whose duties was to ensuréf that
no Gentile, whether accidentally or deliberately, entered the inner courts.

Then all the city was provoked, and the people rusiegkether, and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out
of the temple, and immediately the doors were shifActs 21:30 NASB)

In these few brikdetails of the Jerusalem Jedfimal rejection of the Christian gospel, we see the lagomspiritual and
geographical turning point in Acts. Never again will Paul return to Jerusalem for worship or witness. The Temple doffrs
would now symbolically shut against Godés messengredr s 0
to Rome.

The verbii we r e isdntthe passive voice, oftenusedd de pi ct . Nat ahly did tkecléws shat she doors, but
God shut them. He was with Paul on the outside leaving Jerusalem for good. By shutting out the messenger argethe mepsa
of salvation, Paul's opponents have sealed the city's ddoB(34-35; 21:6, 20).

While they were seeking to kill him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman cohort that all
Jerusalem was in confusion.®* At once he took along some soldieaad centurions and ran down to them:;
and when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating PActs 21:31:32 NASB)

If the commander of the Roman garrison had not arrived, Paul would have been beaten to death. Now you can believe] that
they had accomplished quite a bit by purfingehim, pounding himkicking him,andhitting him with their fists in the face
asthey had been doirgp for however long it was untihe soldiers arrived.

Adjacent to the temple area,the juncture of the western and northern porticoes that formed the outer boundary of the couft
of the Gentiles, was th&ntonia fortress It was headquarters of th
Roman garrison stationed at Jerusalem. This spaci
sixty-foot-high building had the geral appearance of a tower;|
turrets stood at its four corners, the one on the southeast being| 4
feet high. From it Roman soldiers commanded a view of the wh
temple area. Stairways into the northern and western porticoes g .
direct access to the coutthe Gentiles (segosephus Jewish Wars}:
5.192, 23847, Jewish Antiquities 15.409

During festival times they would be on guard at the porticoes of the
outer court, alert to any signs of insurrection (Josephus Jewish Wars 5.244).

By the time of Pauldés visit to Jerusalem described heffe
and extreme dissatisfaction, and continual ferment, which was kept in control by harsh measures on the part offjthe
procurators.

Ruming down the steps from the fortress they came down on the crowd. This was a well rehearsed action. It was req(fired
only too often. And the moment that the crowd saw the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.

Then the commander came up and took hold of hiend ordered him to be bound with two chains; and he
began asking who he was and what he had don@cts 21:33 NASB)

Two chains means Paul was handcuffed to a solider on either side. This is fulfilled prophecy. Paul must have immedigfely
remembered thprophecy of Agabus (Acts 21:11).

This is the last of the ministry of Paul as a free man. From verse 27 on, Paul becomes, as he calledEypmnssifins 6:20

fan ambas s adkramhéreon oub, the nmas is aprisoner, which does not minimiregirhigry in any way at all.
It doesn't have any affect whatsoever on the accomplishment of his objectives.

But among the crowd some were shouting one thing and some another, and when he could not find out the
facts because of the uproar, he ordered himkte brought into the barracks (Acts 21:34 NASB)
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